THE PAST
threatening Its continuance, shows that there was
something unsound about the policy pursued.
It may be, indeed., that to some extent these
difficulties would have arisen in whatever way
the War had been ended: but this only shows
that the whole war policy was a mistake. Cer-
tainly if the Allies had won the easy and rapid
victory which was at first expected, the result
would have been a complete disappearance of
the balance of power. Russia would have seized
Constantinople and dominated Europe to the
Rhine and Asia to the Nile, and turned the
Black Sea and the Baltic into "closed seas"; she
could then have proceeded at her leisure to sever
the vital links of the British Empire. A complete
German victory was rendered impossible by the
British Fleet; but if Germany had by any means
contrived to escape the destruction which her
rulers* insanity so foolishly courted, at any rate
the balance of power would have been preserved.
She would still have remained confronted by
France and Russia and tied to two "corpses33 in
Austria and Turkey. She would have had some-
thing very like a revolution and a civil war, and
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